
Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2014 !
Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca 
Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com !
Chair: Bruce Linton 
Vice-Chair: Janet Cameron 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis 
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
Attendees: Karyn Curtis, Melanie Haskins, Martina Sherwood, Janet Cameron, Peter Goold, Aaron 
Corbett, Angela Wordley, Melissa MacIntyre, Megan Sproule-Jones, Jean-Paul Larochette, Heather 
Gordon, Leslie Penny, Carmen Parsons, Jen McGregor, Torie DelGrosso, Robin Wright, Cynthia 
Mar, Darclee Ziegler, Geoff Pearce !
Call to Order – Bruce Linton 
Bruce called the meeting to order. !
Approval of February Minutes – Bruce Linton 
The February minutes were passed. (There was no quorum at the March meeting; therefore, a vote 
could not be taken on passing the February minutes at that time. No minutes were taken at the 
March meeting.) It was agreed that the agenda and draft minutes would be sent out a week before 
Council meetings, and that the draft minutes would be posted on the Council site. Motion to 
approve: Heather Gordon, seconded: Peter Goold. !
Chair’s Report – Bruce Linton 
Participants discussed support for a Knoxdale family who recently underwent a tragic ordeal. It was 
agreed that Council would make a donation of $200 to the family, and send a letter and card. 
Motion to approve: Melanie Haskins; seconded: Janet Cameron. !
It was suggested that Council develop a schedule of topics to be discussed at each meeting for the 
year, so that April, for example, would focus on transportation, May on IEPs, etc. Council business 
would also be discussed, ideally in a more condensed format. Other topics suggested included the 
School Improvement Plan, numeracy, fundraising, EQAO and meeting our Trustee. Geoff Pearce 
will develop some short surveys, which will be used to gauge interest in issues so that we may 
tailor meetings appropriately. He will present the draft surveys at the May meeting. !
On April 26, the Community Association will once again be holding a Clean Up the Capital event. 
Knoxdale families are encouraged to participate in this fun and worthwhile endeavour. The school 
grounds are included in the clean-up efforts. Participants will be given gloves and bags for picking 
up litter, and it is hoped that some will bring rakes and brooms as well to help rake and sweep the 
school yard. Carmen Parsons will once again provide hotdogs and drinks. A voicemail will go out 
with more information. Signup sheets are available at http://tinyurl.com/EcoSchoolCleanup 

!
Council agreed to provide Carmen with a $100 float to buy supplies (hot dogs, etc.). Motion to 
approve: Bruce Linton; seconded: Melanie Haskins. !
It was agreed that Council members should wear name tags saying “KCSC – Ask Me” when 
volunteering at Council events, to encourage other parents to approach them and ask questions. 
Bruce will get the name tags printed. !!!
Eco-Schools – Melissa MacIntyre 

mailto:knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com
https://knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca/Pages/home.aspx


Mme. MacIntyre gave a presentation on Knoxdale’s environmental education and certification plan, 
which will develop environmental literacy, help our children become environmentally responsible 
citizens and reduce our school footprint. It also puts our science curriculum and character 
education into practice. Knoxdale is currently certified as Bronze, but is aiming for Gold (or 
Platinum!) We have litterless lunch days, recycling and garbage monitors, and eco-reviewers, who 
check classrooms to ensure waste is in the right bins, computer monitors are off, etc. We also have 
compost bins in classrooms, eco-theatre each Thursday and Bruce Pit excursions. Students are 
encouraged to participate in schoolyard clean-up, as part of the Clean Up the Capital event.  !
Principal’s Report – Martina Sherwood 
Martina presented the following Principal’s Report: Plans for 2014-2015 continue!  Our enrolment is 
projected to be 581.  We currently have 568 pre-registered for the coming year. To date, we have 
42 JKs registered, and 33 grade 4 MFI registrations.  Kindergarten and Middle French Immersion 
applications continue to come in – if you have a neighbour who has not yet registered, please 
encourage them to do so!   We will be receiving our Staffing Allocation shortly - this tells us the 
number of classes and staff we will have for next year.  From there we begin our organization for 
next year. 

Staff updates – Trevor Starkes recently began a parental leave.  Lynn McRae will be replacing him 
for the remainder of the year.  Vice-Principal Williams was successful in the Principal competition.  
Congratulations to Mme Williams for “making the list!”. 

Our School Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (SIPSA) is “living” in our classrooms.  
Teachers and students are working together, considering complex questions and problems and 
coming up with criteria to make a judgement.  Tomorrow we are welcoming Garfield Gini-Newman 
to Knoxdale – he will be delivering a half-day workshop to all members of our school team.  Mr. 
Gini-Newman is a senior lecturer at OISE and a senior national consultant with the Critical Thinking 
Consortium.  He is considered to be a leader in the field of critical thinking.  He has spoken across 
Canada and internationally on critical thinking, brain compatible classrooms, curriculum design and 
effective assessment practice, and nurturing 21st Century skills in a digital world.  Needless to say, 
we are thrilled that he is going to be with us tomorrow to share his expertise.  If parents are 
interested, they may access the Thinking Consortium website: www.tc2.ca   !
School improvement of a different kind is happening to our physical plant.  The March Break saw 
the final phase of Kindergarten renovations – a large partial brick wall in the middle of room 112 
came down.  This has opened up the classroom and has been a very positive change for the 
physical space of this classroom.  OCDSB painters have joined our world for the next little while.  
They are painting 4 classrooms, touching up doors and we hope they will be able to help our 
peeling gym walls.   !
Electronically we have improved as well!!  Our website experienced a complete overhaul and has a 
new look.  We are hoping that visitors to our site will find it easier to navigate and more informative. 
Our website can be found at: www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca !
Safety is our ongoing priority.  We have implemented the final phase of our enhanced security 
system – all exterior doors are locked from 8am to 6pm.  Parents of EDP students are accessing 
the school through a keypad.  The use of the front fire/bus lane has also been prohibited.  All of 
these changes have been well received and a huge thank you to our school community for their 
support and flexibility! !
Last Thursday and Friday Vice-Principal Williams and I had the opportunity to attend a Leadership 
Conference – Closing the Gap: Creativity, Diversity and Learning: Critical Connections.  Pasi 
Sahlberg, a leading Finnish Educator, scholar and current guest professor at Harvard along with 
Andy Hargreaves, currently affiliated with the Lynch School of Education at Boston College, were 
keynote speakers.  Dr. Sahlberg provided a very interesting perspective on Global Education 
Reform and the strategies used in Finland.  Andy’s current research is on successful educational 
change strategies in high performing schools, districts and countries; organizations that perform 



beyond expectations in business, sport and education; and special education reform strategies 
achieved through whole-school changes that also benefit all students.  He provided lots of food for 
thought on educational change.  Linking their ideas to the work that is happening in our District and 
provincially made for a very successful conference. !
Thank you for the funding!  We have allocated all funds from the Technology Grant towards the 
installation and purchase of ceiling-mounted projectors in 14 classrooms.  Arts resources for our 
primary team have also recently been purchased.  A grade 4 class is hatching ducks thanks to the 
financial support of Council!  Of course, Scientists in the School experiences continue.  A detailed 
report has been shared with School Council Treasurer.   !
Teacher’s Report – Aaron Corbett 
Teams for basketball have been established, and lots of interest shown, as we had 68 girls and 64 
boys try out. Well done, all! Some teachers are doing intramural basketball as well. There will be a 
tournament in late April or early May. !
On May 30 there will be a competition for the regional track and field meet, for Grades 4-6. Arts 
Night will be May 8, with a dance and Glee Club presentation. On We Day, (April 9), 20 students 
will be picked at random from the Free the Children Club to attend the We Day celebration. There 
will also be an assembly. !
Dictee PGL raised $800 in support of projects in Haiti and francophone Africa. !
In celebration of Music Monday on May 5, Knoxdale will have a sing-along, possibly featuring the 
ISS song. !
Mme. Mueller’s class is planting tomatoes that have been space! They are also hatching chicks 
(which have not been in space.) !
There will be a soccer tournament for Grades 4-6, as well as Eco Club activities, on April 22. !
Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold   
Prepared March 31 2014 
Opening Balance - March 1, 2014 $36,328.59 
Deposits 
qsp $11.79 
qsp $160.42 
mummy yummy $730.20 
lunch lady $620.90 
subway $4,124.00 
pizza $528.00 
Total Deposits $6,175.31 
Expenses 
Pizza $4,924.00 
Pizza Refunds $52.00 
Total Expenses $4,976.00 
Closing Balance March 31 2014 $37,527.90 
1. Bank fees and interest are reported with a 1 month delay.!
OCASC Report – Jean-Paul Larochette 
Jean-Paul presented the following report: This is a quick minute of February and March meetings. 
Full meeting minute is available at:   http://ocasc.ca/minutes/ !
1 - As usual meetings have started with question or information from different schools  (chalk it 
up..) 



Schools usually inform about major events they organized. We do not have a real good way to 
inform all parents. Usually this information is also passed to Council chairman and few people 
interested through Michele Giroux’s weekly update. 
Recent topics/ questions from school 

• Grade 6 celebration financing options
• Support to sport program and payment of release teacher (should not be an option

for council to pay for it but support equipment/bus etc.)
• Extended day care safety!

2 – OCASC topics
Extra money from PRO Grant will be used to improve OCASC internet site and a small group will 
review actual situation and propose improvements. Committee is now formed. The rest of the 
money will be used to finance a quality speaker evening to be selected soon. OCASC has several 
positions to be renewed at the 15th of May meeting. Chair/co-chair etc,. and a nominating 
committee has been put in place to review candidates. Members are welcome as OCASC’s 
representatives in many working groups like parents and committees. !
3 – Presentations
February meeting  
Presentation from Vicky Kyriako, Ottawa Student Transportation Authority, on bell-time changes 
and safety and hazards review  
OSTA is applying best practices in order to effectively use public funds – balancing efficiency needs 
with needs of school communities.  

Highlights of opportunities for improvement shared by Vicky: 
• Currently have 3 sets of maps - need one set of maps
• Some areas haven’t had a hazard review in 10 years - things have changed in 10 years
• Consistency in application of policies and procedures
• Desire to have a consistent way of establishing hazards across Boards
• Aligning bell times will allow a reduction in the kilometers that any bus might run; each

school community will experience the change differently – difficult to gauge equity of
change

• Promotion of active transportation: School Active Transportation Charter
• OSTA has a safety transportation coordinator who helps schools developing walk-to-

school programs; next fall – walking to school bus pilot programs with paid leaders –
children can join as the bus passes by; opportunity to reinvest money from bus savings

March meeting 
Budget presentation by District CFO Mike Carson  
Complex process linked to government budget which always comes late compared to other 
aspects of yearly process like defining number of teachers and staff required by collective 
agreement. All information can be seen:  
 http://www.ocdsb.ca/ab-ocdsb/ob/Pages/CurrentBudget.aspx !!
Main priorities are: 

• Full day Kindergarten not fully implemented yet
• Extended Day Program
• English language Learners
• Special education
• Data and information support
• Differentiate allocations of resources
• Infrastructure
• Student transportation

Numeracy by Superintendent of Curriculum Pino Buffone and Anne Teusch  
This is an important topic requiring improvements. A brochure has been provided to parents as the 
result of a group working on the subject. It looks like the situation is not very good but progress can 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/ab-ocdsb/ob/Pages/CurrentBudget.aspx


be made and has been made in the past following efforts to improve literacy years ago. Few 
trends: 

• Avoid the approach …I am no good in Math
• Big effort to support teacher
• Back to importance of operations skills
• Come back to use books to lead teaching approach
• Please review provided publication: A numeracy guide for parents / guardians. Links

are provided for more information!
Other topics  
OSTA proposed new Bell Time changes and New walk zones definition. May 24th meeting SRB 

Development of active transportation (presentation made in January OCASC meeting ) 
Ottawa Public Health would like to encourage students/parents to use “Active Transportation”. 
Some school councils have introduced “International Walk to School Day” in Sep/Oct. There is a 
“Winter Walk to School Day” on Feb 5th, and “Walking/Wheeling Wednesdays”. There are “walking 
clubs” and “walking school buses”. Resources can be found on the Ottawa Public Health website 
and the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority website http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/helpful-
resources/wsb/

Movie Night – Heather Gordon 
Building on the success of last year, we will have a Movie Night on Friday, April 11, featuring the 
movie Frozen. Although it will be free of charge, tickets will need to be pre-ordered due to the 
limited space in the gym. Food and drinks must also be pre-ordered. Information will be sent out on 
this. Doors will open at 5:30 and the movie will begin at 6:15. It was agreed to provide a $500 float 
for supplies. Motion to approve: Karyn Curtis; seconded: Torie DelGrosso. !
Picnic – Jean-Paul Larochette 
The Family Fun Picnic will be held on Friday, June 13, 2014. Jean-Paul Larochette and Jen 
McLean have graciously agreed to head the committee. There will be food trucks, a magic show, 
the Sir Robert Borden band, a fire truck, face painting, tug-of-war and much more. If you have 
ideas or suggestions you would like to share, or would like to help out, please contact Council.  !
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, May 6, 2014, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale Library. !
All are welcome! !!!!!!!!!


